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Impostors of Christianity XI
Attributes of God
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.
To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  So far we have insisted upon ten points to validate real Christianity.  Now we are looking at some attributes of God that we must also insist are required for such a validation.  A quote of John Calvin is appropriate at this point:

“Man is never sufficiently touched and affected by the awareness of his lowly state until he has compared himself with God’s majesty”
So far we have looked at these attributes:

1.) God is a triune being (already covered as one of the Impostors items)

2.) God is love (1 John 4:8)

3.) God is Holy, Holy, Holy (Isaiah 6:3 and Rev 4:8)
Today let’s look at the fact that God is spirit.  
John 4:24 “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
Knowing that God is spirit means that He is invisible so that we cannot see Him while we exist in our bodies:

1Tim 1:17 “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”

1Tim 6:16 “who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.”

Being taught by movies and television, we may think of God as some wispy ghost but such is not what is meant by God being spirit.  Jesus did not say that God is a spirit but He said that God is spirit.  What Jesus is telling us is that man is limited by four coordinates: x, y, z, and time but God is not so limited.  Now if we try too hard to understand that we will get a brain cramp!  Brain cramps can be fatal.  I have seen some students come close to death by trying to think too hard on some abstract concepts and God is the absolute in abstract concepts!  

Jesus told His disciples that He was not in the spirit when He appeared to them after His crucification and that is why we know that He was physically raised from the dead.

Luke 24:39 “See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”
Jesus tells us that a spirit does not have flesh and bones.  God is spirit and there is no way that we can represent Him by anything that we could make.  The First Commandment tells us not to make a graven image of God.  Why is this command so important?  It is crucial because anything that we would make would be limited by spatial and time coordinates and thus a horrible misinterpretation of God and we would tend to worship it.  We are told clearly in Deuteronomy why we are not allowed to represent God as some idol made by our hands:

Deut 4:15 “So watch yourselves carefully, since you did not see any form on the day the Lord spoke to you at Horeb from the midst of the fire,

Deut 4:16 lest you act corruptly and make a graven image for yourselves in the form of any figure, the likeness of male or female,

Deut 4:17 the likeness of any animal that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged bird that flies in the sky,

Deut 4:18 the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the water below the earth.

Deut 4:19 And beware, lest you lift up your eyes to heaven and see the sun and the moon and the stars, all the host of heaven, and be drawn away and worship them and serve them, those which the Lord your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole heaven.”

The Scripture gives us many workings of the Spirit and here are a few:

In creation, we read of the Holy Spirit:

Gen 1:2 “And the earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.”

We also read about the Holy Spirit making us and the Father giving us life:

Job 33:4 “The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the Almighty gives me life.”

God is the One Who also creates in us a spirit so that we can worship Him.

Psalm 51:10 “Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.”
As we worship God Who is spirit we must know how to worship Him.  We are to offer Him a spirit devoid of pride and selfishness:

Psa 51:17 “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.”
Our spiritual life is crucial to our being children of God:

Rom 8:14” For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”
Rom 8:16 “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,”
We are told that when we die our spirit will return to the One Who created it:

Ecc 12:7 “then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it.”
So we see so far that the true and only God is a triune being; God is love; God is Holy, Holy, Holy; and God is spirit.  But we cannot stop with any or even with all of these aspects of God.  People make very serious mistakes when they try to stop with any one of these attributes of God.  God willing we will continue next week to add to our understanding of the attributes of God as He has revealed Himself to us.  So be patient!

